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Case Report

24.01.2026AIU 2026 Workshop Dermato-Allergology

▪ 04.04.2024 Getting the tattoo done by her well-known tattoo artist, who has already done over 

50 tattoos for her

▪ As usual, the numbing «Pain Free» cream was applied beforehand

▪ This time, however, she noticed an unusually strong local reaction with slight blistering as soon 

as she started tattooing

▪ 10.04.2024 Emergency Room (Kantonsspital Baselland Liestal): per os co-amoxicillin 3g/day for 

erysipelas

▪ 12.04.2024 No improvement → Walk-In Clinic of the dermatology clinic, Universitätsspital Basel
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Case Report – 12.04.2024



24.01.2026AIU 2026 Workshop Dermato-Allergology

Case Report – 12.04.2024
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Case Report – 04.04.2024



Case Report – Therapy
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▪ 12.04.2024 – 16.04.2024 Inpatient admission at the University Hospital of Basel

▪ bacterial swab

▪ intravenous co-amoxicillin (3x2.2g)

▪ topical disinfection with Octenisept compresses

▪ application of Fucicort cream (betamethasone with fusidic acid) once per day

▪ adequate pain management



Case Report – 12.04.2024
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Case Report – 13.04.2024



Case Report – Allergy Work up

24.01.2026AIU 2026 Workshop Dermato-Allergology

▪ Patch Testing:

▪ Standard

▪ Disinfection

▪ External agents

▪ Local anaesthetics

▪ Tattooing agents

▪ Tattoo ink «Extreme Advanced Tattoo Ink, 

Extra Black»
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Case Report – Allergy Work up
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▪ Extreme Advanced Tattoo Ink, Extra Black

▪ Nickel, Chromium VI, Glycerin, Ethanol, Polyethylene Glycol

▪ Ad Kantonales Laboratorium



Case Report – Kantonales Laboratorium
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▪ Dr. Urs Hauri

▪ Gruppenleiter Chromatographie



Case Report – Allergy Work up
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skin bleaching agent



Case Report – REACH
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▪ Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH Regulation) is an EU chemicals regulation that was 

implemented on 1 June 2007

▪ Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals

▪ Principle: no data, no market. Only chemical substances that have been registered in 

advance may be available on the market

Critics:

▪ Investigations and safeguarding generate disproportionately high costs

▪ REACH affects companies manufacturing within the EU, placing them at a competitive 

disadvantage

▪ 08/2018 at least one third of the dossiers for high-volume substances contained incorrect 

data or were missing data altogether.



Case Report – IVDK Tattoo Studie 2.0
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Prospective study; recruitment November 2023 until March 2026



Case Report – Diagnosis
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Superinfected irritative-toxic reaction

- due to tattoo ink containing metals



Case Report – Conclusions
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▪ It remains difficult to distinguish between irritative-toxic and allergic reactions

▪ Patch testing for metals has limited sensitivity and specificity (CAVE irritation)

▪ Professional laboratory chemical analysis of the product used is recommended (CAVE 

availability)



Case Report – Discussion
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1) Patch test reaction for mercury amide chloride (Quecksilber-amidchlorid)

2) Chromium salts can induce cutaneous irritation

3) Laboratory detection of elevated cobalt levels

4) Limitation of the tests. Applied product cannot be examined

▪ Skin biopsy as alternative? lymphocyte transformation test (LTT)?
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